
 

CLASS IX 

Name of the Chapter-3: Poverty as a Challenge 

(35minutes per day) 

Cycle 10: 10th December 2021-23rd December 2021  

 

Week 1: (Page 35 -38) 

Step- I Study the following topics from the textbook: 

• Global Poverty Scenario 

• Causes of poverty 

Step-II Students are guided to have a detailed idea about the topics given from you tube video on 

the chapter by Siksha House, 

Step-III Revise using the following bullet points: 

 Global Poverty Scenario 

• Proportion of people living in extreme poverty in the developing countries 

according to World Bank has fallen from 35% in 1990 to 10.68% in 2013.  

• Poverty declined substantially in China and South Asian Countries. 

• In South Asian Countries also it has been rapid from 54% to 15%. 

•  In Sub-Saharan Africa and Latin America the decline is nor as rapid as earlier. 

• Poverty resurfaced in some former socialist countries. 

•  The Sustainable Developmental Goals of United Nations proposes to end poverty 

of all kinds by 2030. 

 

Causes of Poverty: 

• Historical Reason: low level of economic development under the British colonial 

administration due to the policies of the colonial government that ruined traditional 

handicrafts and discouraged development of industries like textiles.  

• Unemployment: With the spread of irrigation and the Green revolution, many job 

opportunities were created in the agriculture sector. But the effects were limited to 

some parts of India. Unable to find proper jobs in cities, many people started 

working as rickshaw pullers, vendors, construction workers, domestic servants etc. 

• Huge economic inequality: One of the major reasons for this is the unequal 

distribution of land and other resources. Major policy initiatives like land reforms 

which aimed at redistribution of assets in rural areas have not been implemented 

properly and effectively.  

• Socio economic reasons: High level of indebtedness is both the cause and effect 

of poverty in India. Small farmers need money to buy agricultural inputs like 

seeds, fertilizer, pesticides etc. Since poor people hardly have any savings, they 

borrow. Unable to repay because of poverty, they become victims of indebtedness 

• Socio Cultural Reason: To fulfil social obligations and observe religious 

ceremonies, people in India, including the very poor, spend a lot of money 

 



Step-IV Answer the following questions: (To be written in the notebook and submit in teams) 

1. Describe the Global Poverty trends.  

2. What is the reason for decrease in poverty in China and South Asian Countries? 

3. What is the Sustainable Developmental Goal of United Nations? 

4. What is the historical reason of Poverty in India?  

5. What are the main reasons for poverty in India? State and Explain.  

End of Week 1  

 WEEK 2 (Page 38 -39) 

Step- I Study the following topics from the textbook: 

• Causes of Poverty (Revision – continuation..) 

• Anti-Poverty Measures 

Step-II Students are guided to have a detailed idea about the topics given from you tube video on 

the chapter by Siksha House, 

Step-III Revise using following bullet points: 

Anti-Poverty Measures: 

• The current anti-poverty strategy of the government is based broadly on two 

planks (1) promotion of economic growth (2) targeted anti-poverty programmes. 

• There is a strong link between economic growth and poverty reduction. 

• Economic growth widens opportunities and provides them resources needed to 

invest in human development.  

• This also encourages people to send their children, including the girl child, to 

schools in the hope of getting better economic returns from investing in education. 

•  However, the poor may not be able to take direct advantage from the opportunities 

created by economic growth. 

• Moreover, growth in the agriculture sector is much below expectations, which has 

a direct bearing on poverty as many poor people live in villages and are dependent 

on agriculture. 

•  Thus, there is a clear need for targeted anti-poverty programmes. 

 - Targeted Anti-Poverty Programmes: 

Although there are so many schemes which are formulated to affect poverty directly or 

indirectly, some of them are worth mentioning:  

• Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005 

➢ Aims to provide 100 days of wage employment to every household to 

ensure livelihood security in rural areas.  

➢ It also aimed at sustainable development to address the cause of draught, 

deforestation, and soil erosion. 

➢  One-third of the proposed jobs have been reserved for women.  

➢ The scheme provided employment to 220 crores person days of 

employment to 4.78 crore households.  

• Prime Minister Rozgar Yozana (PMRY) –  

➢ It is another scheme which was started in 1993.  



➢ The aim of the programme is to create self-employment opportunities for 

educated unemployed youth in rural areas and small towns.  

➢ They are helped in setting up small business and industries. 

( Rest to be continued in the next Cycle) 

Step-IV Answer the following questions: 

 Class Work: 

1. What are the two ways by which the Indian Government aims at poverty reduction in 

India? 

 2. How does the promotion of economic growth strategy help in reducing poverty? State 

its limitations. 

 

Home work: 

 

3. What is MNREGA? What is its aim? Write three features of the scheme. What are its 

results? 

4. What is PMRY? What is the aim of the programme? 

 

End of Week 2 

 

 
 


